
6868

MITJA BORKERT  

DESIGNS THE 'BEST IN SHOW' AWARD  

FOR CONCORSO ITALIANO 2018
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The Best in Show Award, born from 

the mind of Ra� aello Porro, CEO of 

StudioRPR, represents the 

icon of Italian sports cars and 

sums up the style of the big 

automakers, not representing 

any particular one.

In 2016, when the Award was � rst 

introduced to the show, it was the creation of 

Joaquin Obligado, a Portuguese student enrolled in 

the second year of the degree course at IAAD Department 

of Transportation Design in Turin, winner of the design 

competition among 150 other students.

The next year, in 2017, this mission was given to Filippo Perini, 

world renowned automotive designer, Head of Design at 

Italdesign since 2015 and former designer at Alfa Romeo, Audi 

AG and Lamborghini.

The ‘Best in Show’ Award returns this year with a brand-new 

custom sculpture.

Mitja Borkert, Head of Design at Lamborghini since 2016, has 

been commissioned to design the ‘Best in Show’ Award for 

Concorso Italiano 2018. The scale model is produced by Egidio 

Reali, CEO of MR Collection Models, o�  cial supplier of scale 

models to the most prestigious carmakers.

Mitja Borkert is responsible for the design of future Lamborghini 

models and the coordination of the design team, reporting to 

Maurizio Reggiani, Chief Technical O�  cer.

Borkert is German, aged 43, and attended the Design University 

of Pforzheim where he graduated in Transportation Design. In 

1999, he began work at Style Porsche, in Weissach, holding 

various positions, including General Manager Advanced 

Design until 2014, when he was appointed Director of Exterior 

Design.

He contributed to the development of several Porsche 

models (Panamera Sport Turismo, Porsche Boxster 987 facelift, 

Cayenne, Macan, Mission E).

Since his arrival in Lamborghini, he supervised the creation of 

the Super Trofeo Evo, the Urus and the Terzo Millennio.

The Best in Show Award, born from 

the mind of Ra� aello Porro, CEO of 

automakers, not representing 

any particular one.

In 2016, when the Award was � rst 

introduced to the show, it was the creation of 
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MR COLLECTION MODELS AND LOOKSMART MODELS:  
A Story of Italian Excellence
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Egidio Reali is the CEO and founder 
of MR Group, the 

Company that along with MR Collection Models, Looksmart 
Models and Atelier by MR Collection brands makes the best 
model cars in the world. In 2018 the company celebrated its 
30th anniversary and has established itself as a worldwide 
leader, becoming the official supplier to the most prestigious 
automotive companies. 

Thanks to his work culture, his pursuit of excellence and his 
ability to weave relationships with the top managers and car 
designers, Egidio Reali was able to realize the dream he had 
been cultivating since he was a child. 

He grew up in the suburbs of Saronno, a small town in the 
North of Italy close to Milan, the capital of fashion and style. 
As a child, he watched the airplanes fly by while playing in the 
yard with friends. The planes disconnected him from reality 
and made him dream, leading him to imagine traveling with 
other passengers on board. “I thought that one day I would 
take those planes to do something big. To go everywhere, 
even to America”, says Egidio. “It was this hunger and this desire 

that has driven me all these years. I have learned through my 
own experience that ‘people don’t make the trip but trips make 
the people’.  What I have become today, with my work and 
my companies, is due especially to the many trips I took, the 
people I met, learning how to relate to them. ‘Live and dream’, 
I have always said.  It is thanks to this philosophy that today I 
can say that I have accomplished my dream”.

Entering the MR Collection Models factory is a unique 
experience. After passing through the reception of the large 
building you enter Egidio’s office. He speaks with great pride 
about this office, where he displays sketches drawn by some 
of the biggest names in modern automotive design: de Silva, 
Manzoni, Perini, Donckerwolke, Borkert, Mesonero, etc. 

Dedicated testimonies of the deep personal connection that 
he has been able to build with these international personalities. 
“We work very close with the most prestigious car designers 
and their teams”, says the Lombard entrepreneur. “They send 
us the ‘mathematics’ of the cars, the original projects, and let us 
develop our model cars starting from the specs, step by step”. 
This demonstrates the relationship of trust that MR Group has 
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built with its customers over the years.

Backed by a resourceful and driven team of young people, 
Egidio Reali has built companies where everything is perfectly 
organised to meet the needs not only of the high-level 
collectors it targets, but also of the major carmakers who it 
has officially supplied for years, such as Ferrari, Lamborghini, 
Bugatti, Bentley, Pagani, Audi, etc.

The large central hall, perfectly lighted and always impeccably 
maintained, is the heart of the factory; it is here that every 
detail of the models are checked, first by the staff and then 
by Egidio Reali himself, who puts his signature on each one 
of them as a guarantee of quality. Here you can breathe the 
true spirit of MR Collection Models and Looksmart Models 
brands, which transmits through their handmade models the 
excellence of Italian design and craftsmanship combined with 
the precision of the greatest Swiss watchmakers. 

Upstairs, however, is the room that collectors from all around 
the world want to visit. This is where we find the company 
museum, with all the models created throughout the history 
of the MR Group, arranged in exclusive display cases, 1:12, 1:18, 
1:43 and 1:8. The collection is topped off by special editions 
reserved for the most demanding customers and the most 

exclusive events, such as the co-launches of the new models 
of the greatest car brands at the most important car shows, 
Geneva, Paris, and Frankfurt. One of the strengths of MR Group, 
in fact, is the customization of its models. For over 10 years the 
company has been the official supplier of Ferrari, Lamborghini, 
Bugatti, Bentley and Pagani when customizing plans for their 
clients who receive perfect replicas of the cars they have just 
purchased. Moreover, thanks to the exclusive Atelier service by 
MR Collection, still unique in the world, MR Group allows the 
most demanding collectors to customize the models of which 
they have always dreamed.

The great passion for motorsport and the strong bond with 
the greatest automotive companies are witnessed by the 
elegant meeting room next to the museum, where you can 
find watches, paintings, furniture items and even armchairs 
made with the original seats of supercars such as Ferrari, 
Lamborghini and Bugatti.

Airplanes continue to fly across the sky of Lombardy. Egidio 
is today aboard many of them traveling around the world to 
carry on his company, meeting people and participating in 
exclusive events. After thirty years, the dream of that kid who 
looked up to the sky has finally come true and is becoming 
every day bigger and more important.
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Italian Car Club Profiles

DETOMASOPantera International Car Club

Welcome to Concorso Italiano. 

A person does not purchase a special automobile, such as a De To-
maso sports car, to serve as mundane transportation; such an au-
tomobile is purchased for the owner to enjoy in a uniquely person-
al and passionate way. For most people ownership of a De Tomaso 
automobile is the fulfillment of a dream, we believe each person’s 
dream should be allowed to unfold as they have imagined it. Pan-
tera International has been helping owners achieve their dreams 
and has been helping keep the passion for those dreams alive for 
over 4 decades.

We were founded in 1973 to assist Pantera owners by distribut-
ing member contributed information via a newsletter.  We were 
incorporated in 1975 with the declared objective to promote the 
sport and pastime of owning and driving De Tomaso automobiles. 
We are not a social club; we are a club similar in nature to the Au-
tomobile Club, dedicated to assisting owners and enthusiasts of 
classic De Tomaso automobiles. We exist today to fulfill and honor 
the legacy of our founders; carrying-on the mission of putting De 
Tomaso owners in-touch with the information they need to main-
tain, repair, refurbish, emend, augment, and above all else, to enjoy 
their cars.  

Our website serves as the point of access to the services we pro-
vide. We honor our charter as a non-profit corporation by making 
our website accessible to all and by offering our services entirely 
free. The website homepage provides links to the following sites, 
pages, and documents:

• De Tomaso Forums 
• De Tomaso Gift Store  
• Concorso Italiano Information 
• Buyer and Owner Information 
• Technical Information 
• De Tomaso Classifieds 
• Car and Event Pictures 
• De Tomaso History 
• Historic Document 
• News and Announcements 
• Club Information

Our forums are the meeting place of the internet’s oldest, largest 
and most active community of owners and enthusiasts of classic 
De Tomaso automobiles. Membership in our forums (which is free) 
constitutes club membership.  

Thank you for attending this year’s Concorso. We hope your expe-
rience at today’s event is a happy one, and we hope to see you at 
our corral. Forza!  •
Contact information:  
Pantera International – A De Tomaso Car Club 
George Pence – President 
Debra Pence – VP & Treasurer 
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 920, Ventura, CA, 93002 
Telephone: 805-648-6464 
E-Mail: info@panterainternational.org 
Website: www.panterainternational.org
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